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It will hardly be asserted that there is less brilliant effort
or less original genins in the ranks of Irish medicine and
surgery now than half a century ago. Why should honours
of a less pretentious kind be showered, in this country, on
lord-mayors, musicians, painters, tailors, solicitors, archi-
tects, and-last, not least-successful lawyers, when the most
scientific of professions is excluded from like distinctions?
Is it fair or consistent, I ask? If successful lawyers find
suitable recognition, why should the surgical profession not
find reward for their labours as well ?
Even peerages have been bestowed for legal ability : more
than one legal peerage was given by a Liberal Government.
Why, then, should the present Government hesitate to confer ’,
minor honours on members of a sister profession, particularly
when such honours would cost the country nothing ? To
mention names would be easy, as it would be invidious, but,
following the precedent which is adopted in London, it would
not be hard to select from among the Dublin leaders, men
who, during a long and unblemished career, have attained
the climax of professional eminence, with means and position
to support such a title.
The present Prime Minister, Mr. Gladstone, in an eloquent
address some years ago, delivered at the London Hospital
Medical School, dwelt largely on the boon that the profession
confers on mankind, and drew attention to the increasing
importance of the medical and surgical profession. " That
profession," he said, "presen’ed a future of the highest
interest. There was in that future the probability that it
would gain increased influence-greater as compared with
other professions."
In conclusion, I rejoice that the profession in London is
honoured ; that in Edinburgh it is honoured ; but is it fair
or just, that the Dublin School should remain destitute of
any share in the distribution of medical and surgical state
decorations ?-I am. Sir, &c.
A FELLOW OF THE IRISH COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
Dublin, Dec 28th, 1881.
ON THE USE OF THE SALICYLATES IN
ACUTE RHEUMATISM.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The treatment of acute rheumatism by the sali-
cylates being again under consideration by the "great ’,
guns" of the profession, the collected opinions of the
"smaller fry" who live in the provinces may, perhaps,
assist in forming some definite opinion as to their efficacy.
I may say that I live in a proverbially damp atmosphere,
and one therefore calculated not only to produce the
disease, but also to render relapses more frequent ; and, after
a considerable experience with salicylate of soda, I have
found its use so generally attended by speedy relief of the
acute symptoms, with early convalescence, unattenderl by
cardiac misch;ef, that I have acquired the greatest confidence
in the remedy, not only in the acute articular form of the
disease, but also in purely muscular rheumatism. In these
parts the medical man is often called in to cases in which the
patients fully believe themselves to be suffering from inflam-
mation of the bowels, or acute pleuritis, but which on
examination are found to be only rheumatism of the abdominal,
pectoral, or intercostal muscles, and in which the exhibition
of the salicylates produces the greatest good. In my own
person I can cpeah of the good results from the remedy in
muscular rheumatism. On one occasion I suffered from
this affection in the dor-al region. I could get no rest in
any position ; the gnawing was intolerable, and in the
middle of the night I commenced the remedy, and with each
dose got more ease. A few doses wholly removed it,.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Lincolnshire, Dec. 16th, 1881. INVESTIGATOR.
AN EXPLANATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;heading THE LANCET of to-day I observe the follow-
ing paragraph :-" It is reported that at the magisterial in-
vestigation into the charge brought by the North Eastern
Railway Company against Dr. Abrath and Michael
McCann, Dr. Ridley Dale gave evidence, and asserted that
he had conducted the electric test for Sir William Jenner
and other distinguished men. We have Sir William Jenner’s
authority for saying that he has no knowledge of the fact,
and has never had any experiments of the kind conducted
forhim." What I did say was : "That I had dealt with electri-
city under Sir William Jenner and other distinguished men;
that I acquired the commencement of my knowledge of
electricity when I was associated with Sir William Jenner,
as clinical clerk, at University Hospital." To prove that
what I said was true, I give a copy of a testimonial from Sir
William .Tenner :-
(COPY.)
" 63, Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, W., Nov. 19th, 1877.
" I have great pleasure in stating that Mr. H. R. Dale is
well known to me, from having been my clinical clerk at
University College Hospital. I am satisfied, not only from
the honours Mr. Dale obtained at the College, but my per-
sonal observation of him in the wards of the hospital, that
he is highly qualified to practise his profession. He dis-
charged the duties of clinical clerk to me to my entire
satisfaction, and I believe he will prove a valuable assistant
medical officer to any large public institution.
(Signed) " WILLIAM JENNER, M.D."
I consider it is very hard upon me, having been bound
over to give evidence at the trial, to have such a paragraph
appearing in THE LANCET making a reflection on my
veracity, and impugning the fact that I had been a clinical
clerk to Sir William Jenner, which was the only connexion
I claimed with that gentleman, as could easily be seen on a
perusal of the evidence.
Trusting that you will insert this explanation and correc-
tion, I am, Sir, yours truly,
" WIL
10, Nicholson-street, Sunderland,
Dec. 17th, 1881.
H. RIDLEY DALE.
CAN A THREATENED ATTACK OF DIPH-
THERIA BE AVERTED?
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-A case which suggested this question has recently
occurred in my practice.
On November 14th I saw Kate P-, aged twenty. She
was quite well on the 12th, but complained of malaise and
shivering on the 13th. On the 8th and 9th she had been
with her brother, who died of diphtheria on the 9th, and she
attended on the 12th. At my visit she was in bed ; com-
plained of headache and thirst, but not of her throat, which
on examination was found to present a normal appearance.
Pulse 144; temperature 103,4’ ; tongue foul. I prescribed
twenty-five grains of ipecacuanha powder at once, and one
minim of the tincture of aconite every quarterofanhour forthe
first hour, and every hour afterwards.-Nov. 15th: Pulse 94;
temperature 99.8&deg;. Slept all night; powder made her sick
once. Headache gone; no throat symptoms; has taken
thirty-six doses of aconite. To continue treatment.-
16th: Pulse 84, feeble; temperature normal. Throat pained
her in the night; talks thickly; thi-oar slightly congested; no
patches ; is able to get up. Four drachms of the solution of
the perchloride of iron, two drachms ot the chlorate of potash,
two drachms of glycerine, to six ounces of water ; half an
ounce of the above to be taken every four hours in water.-
Nov. 18th: Pulse 76; temperature 98&deg;. Throat felt bad*
yesterday ; is better to-day ; congestion gone ; says she is
quite well. Quinine mixture to be taken three times a day.
Was this woman when I saw her suffering merely from a
sharp attack of febricula, brought on by the fatigue of
travelling, anxiety about her brother’s condition, and subse-
quent exposure at the funeral, or was she in the early stage
of diphtheria ? It is impussible to ay positively. Her pulse
and temperature pointed to the posible advent of something
serious ; and as she had recently been exposed to the con-
tagion of diphtheria, I think it is reasonable to assume that
she had received the poison of this disease into her system.
Fortunately she had sense enough to secure medical aid at
once ; and the connexion between the treatment and her
improved condition on the 15th seems too evident to be
ignored. As a rule, specific febrile diseases are not averted
by treatment, but may not that be because we do not get
hold of the cases early enough ?
I am. Sir. vours truly.
Cardiff, Dec. 1881.
ALF. SHEEN, M.D.,
Surgeon to the Cardiff Infirmary.
